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FY-2018 Dues Update 
By Greg Rairdan 

If you have paid your 2017/18 dues, you are one of the 76% who have 
joined the civic association this year, thank you.  If not, please send your 
check payable to “Sharpley Civic Association” for $120 either to your 
District Representative or directly to the Treasurer, Greg Rairdan at 628 
Halstead Rd.  If you don’t know if you are paid or if you think you may 
have any gaps in payment, you can contact him at 223-5972 or 
grairdan@gmail.com.  Remember that only those residents who are paid 
in full for 5 years are eligible for street tree maintenance, removal and 
replanting. 

We have budgeted $36,970 for tree work this year and $5,280 for snow 
removal so every dues payment is crucial for our projected expenses.   

Annual Meeting 
By Tom Traumann 

Just a note that the 2018 Annual Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 19th. 
Please mark your calendar and plan to be there. 

Deed Restriction Enforcement Cases Pending 
By Fran Walsh 

The civic association continues to be proactive in addressing issues regarding the violation of our deed 
restrictions.  In 2017, there were ten violations of our deed restrictions that were brought before the board.  
Some of these situations were corrected by the homeowner once they were made aware of the violation 
while others required involvement from our lawyer in an attempt to resolve them.  Others will require further 
legal action in the Chancery Court.  All fees incurred as a result of defending our deed restrictions come out of 
the association’s budget and reduce the amount of funding available for other uses (street trees, etc.).  

On the positive side of things, eight families submitted the architectural checklists that complied with the 
deed restrictions that were voted on and approved by your board. 

Civic Association Vital Emerald Ash Borer Information Update 
By Matt Houston 

According to the State's Forestry Department, one Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was found in 2016 near Hockessin 
and no EAB's were found in 2017!!  This is good news!  The EAB has infested every state that surrounds 
Delaware and so the belief is still that infestation is imminent. So why the delay? Delaware's forests are 
approximately 2% Ash. It's therefore believed that the attractiveness of the EAB to our state, while slower, is 
still imminent. Once any infestation begins, it's believed that we would start to see the effects in one to two 
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years.  When Sharpley and its surrounding neighborhoods were built, Ash was believed to be the best choice 
for Street Trees. Because of that, Sharpley has over 300 Ash Trees. This is why Sharpley will continue to stay 
proactive in addressing this issue.  
 
To learn more about the borer and how we plan to deal with it, visit www.sharpleycivic.org and read the 
information in the “Emerald Ash Borer” and “Sharpley’s Street Trees” tabs. 

Street Tree Update 
By Marilyn McGowan 

This past year was a busy one for street tree replacement in Sharpley.  After sending out a request for proposal 
(RFP) to several local arborists ion the fall, the Tree Guys were selected to conduct the work.  During fall 2017, 
thirty-one (31) aged/diseased street trees were removed and replaced with young saplings.  Additionally, 
emergency street tree pruning was conducted throughout the year. 

To learn more about Sharpley’s street tree project, refer to our website (www.sharpleycivic.org).  Open the 
“Sharpley’s Street Trees” tab for street by street information and the “Emerald Ash Borer” tab to learn about the 
bug that destroys our ash trees.  The list of recent street tree work can also be found on the website. 

A street tree update will be presented during Sharpley’s Annual Meeting which will be held on March 19, 2018. 

Do You Have an Ash Tree? 
By Marilyn McGowan 

To learn if you have an ash street tree, scroll to the bottom of the “Sharpley Street Trees” tab on our website 
(www.sharpleycivic.org).  Open the “Sharpley Ash Tree Locator”.  You will find a complete list of ash trees, by 
address for all of Sharpley. 

Snow Season Advice 
By Chuck Landry 

Our snow removal contractor again this year is Stewart Ramsey, who has done an outstanding job for the past 
several years.  The cost for this year is $5,280 which is slightly less than last year.  As in years past, we are 
enrolled in the DelDOT Snow Removal Reimbursement Program, which provides the association with partial 
reimbursement for storms with accumulations over 2”.    

When snow is forecast, we ask your help with snow removal by doing the following: 

1. Park your cars in your garage if possible, or in your driveways.  This enables the plows to clear the 
streets curb to curb, makes it easier to dig your cars out, and eliminates dangerous mounds of packed 
snow in the street. 

2. Clear your driveways after the plows have finished their work.  Plows will unavoidably throw additional 
snow onto your driveway as they clear the streets.  Unless you have to get out early, spare yourself the 
frustration of having to do the job twice. 

3. We highly recommend that you clear your driveway before the compacted snow has a chance to melt 
and refreeze, making it extremely difficult to remove. 

4. Please shovel your sidewalks as soon as possible.  While DelDOT and NCCo do not require it, our 
children need to get to bus stops safely, and clear sidewalks will keep them out of the street. 

5. Finally, if you have any problems with the snow removal contractor, please call Greg Rairdan at 223-
5972. 



Welcome Our New Board Members 
By Tom Traumann 

There have been some recent changes to the Sharpley Civic Association Board of Directors.  You may have 
seen this at the top of the front page of this newsletter as well as on the Sharpley website.  Chuck Landry and 
Linda Wilson have stepped down from their positions as District Representatives.  I am confident that I can 
speak for the Board Members and Sharpley homeowners when I say “thank you” to Chuck and Linda for their 
countless years of self-less service to the Board and the neighborhood. 

At our November Board Meeting, Raisa Rivero volunteered, was nominated and elected as the new District 5 
Representative replacing Chuck Landry.  Danielle Rossi volunteered, was nominated and elected as the new 
District 7 Representative replacing Linda Wilson.  Danielle and Raisa will be serving in an interim capacity until 
the next normal election cycle as specified in the Sharpley Handbook, By-Laws of the Sharpley Civic 
Association which can be found in the Sharpley Handbook and the Sharpley website. 

Please join me in welcoming Danielle and Raisa to the Board.  They have already been instrumental in helping 
to develop a new Sharpley Homeowner Welcome Package that will provide all new Sharpley residents with 
useful information about our Civic Association and its Deed Restrictions, Policy and Guidelines.  We are all 
looking forward to their continued participation and contribution to the association’s Board of Directors. 

Changes to the Street Tree Committee Chairperson 
By Tom Traumann 

Matt Houston, who has managed our street tree program for years needs to step down and tend to other 
priorities. We are all deeply grateful for his generosity and dedication, and wish him well.  As of January 1st, 
2018, Marilyn McGowan (mcgowanmk@gmail.com and 302-463-4800) will be taking over the work associated 
with Sharpley’s Street Trees and will be serving as the Chair of the Street Tree Committee.  The Committee will 
be responsible for developing the Street Tree replacement plan as well as handling all of the emergency tree 
maintenance needs.  Marilyn has participated in our Street Committee for some time and is very 
knowledgeable regarding all of the nuances of our Street Tree needs.  A very large thank you goes out to 
Marilyn for stepping up as a volunteer to improve our community.  Please join me in welcoming Marilyn and 
thanking Matt for his years of service to the civic association. 

Your Civic Association Needs Your Help 
By Tom Traumann 

Volunteers are needed to fill various positions in our civic association.   If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact myself or any of the board members/district representatives.  

 

Please visit our website at www.sharpleycivic.org for additional information about street trees, snow removal, and 
architectural changes to your property and for complete information about our deed restrictions. 

 

 


