
SHARPLEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 
                MARCH 20, 2017 
 
      
Attached are notes which reflect comments made in addition to the Agenda that was 
presented.  Some of these reflect interest expressed by those attending. 
 
1.  Welcome:  Tom Traumann President, Sharpley Civic Association, greeted guests and 
reiterated the Board’s dedication to enforcing Sharpley’s Deed Restrictions. 
 
2.  NCC Police Department Community Awareness Update:  Officer Colleen Kearns presented. 
She spoke about community safety and the use of Nextdoor.com as a means to convey any 
official county warnings or news issues. There were no questions from the audience. 
 
3.  Treasurer’s Report and Proposed FY 2017-2018 Budget:  Sharon Adams provided figures to 
March 2017.  Dues payers will receive the benefit of tree care and the Sharpley Directory, 
budgeted that 80% of Sharpley residents would pay dues. Sharon reminded attendees full 
payment is required for tree care.  Sharon explained most of the dues go towards tree care and 
snow removal. To date $47,000 was spent on trees and snow. There was an increase by 
$10,000 spent on trees this year.  
 
4.  Review of Minutes from last Annual Meeting: Adriana Marini-Cossetti, Secretary - Meeting 
minutes approved.    
 
5. Sidewalk Repair: Please contact Greg Lavelle for information regarding special group pricing 
for sidewalk repair.  
 
6. Park Clean-up: Mike Stetter has coordinated the park clean up for the last several years. This 
year’s will be Saturday March 25, 2017 from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm. Meet at 402 Whitby to start 
the clean-up. 
 
7. Deed Restrictions and Checklist: Fran Walsh reminded the community to pay their dues and 
uphold the deed restrictions and standards (shovel snow, rake leaves, remove trash cans) that 
make Sharpley a great neighborhood.  Fran also reminded the community to stay within the 
guidelines regarding fences and building new additions.  Board approval must be granted 
before starting any new construction.  After board approval, neighbors must also be 
approached and consent given before adding any new outside structures-fences, exterior 
structures, etc. 
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8.  New Business: District Representative Elections for districts 1, 6 and 9 were held. The 
following community members were approved- 



• Greg Rairdan-District 1 
• Greg Lavelle-District 6 
• Tom Traumann-District 9  

 
  9.  Tree Committee Report and Emerald Ash Borer Update:  Matt Houston reported the 
 Street Tree Committee formed in 2003.  Matt reviewed the number of trees that 
were           trimmed, removed, and replaced. Matt thanked the number of dedicated volunteers 
who      have committed countless hours in order to service the community and the trees.  

• Overview of Sharpley Website and Enhancements-The site has a map of the 
neighborhood and the current status of trees. There are 94 new tree plantings.  

• No permanent dues decisions were made at the meeting. 
• A temporary dues increase will likely start in 2018. 
• Results from the EAB Tree Survey were reviewed. Out of the 377 sent out 200 

people responded. Out of the 200 responses, 147 homes were receptive to a 
temporary dues increase. 

• If you do not pay your dues, there will be no tree work done on your property. 
• Tree grants – Matt applies yearly, but the State wants new communities to 

apply.  Those who have previously applied and received grants fall to the bottom 
of the grant list.   

• DelDot removes trees which fall into the street.  They will not remove branches 
or grind stumps.  These responsibilities fall on the Sharpley Civic Organization. 

• Q & A from the audience- 
• What is the cost of a new tree? $300-$400 
• Does the EAB qualify as a crisis? Can the state help us?-There are some 

grants available to new applicants seeking help. 
• If a tree falls in the street who is responsible? Call Deldot. If it falls in your 

yard, call Matt Houston. 
• There will be dues forgiveness for two years if you decide to take care of 

a tree removal and planting yourself. Communicate to the board if you 
are taking care of a tree on your own so that you will not be charged for 
dues.   

• Prunings are covered with your dues. 
 
Adjourn – 73 members in addition to speakers attended the Annual Meeting. 
 
By Adriana Marini-Cossetti 
 
 
 

   
       
 

 


