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FY-2019 Dues Update 
By Greg Rairdan 

If you have paid your 2018/19 dues, you are one of the 79% who have 
joined the civic association this year, thank you.  If not, please send your 
check payable to “Sharpley Civic Association” for $120 either to your 
District Representative or directly to the Treasurer, Greg Rairdan at 628 
Halstead Rd.  If you don’t know if you are paid or if you think you may 
have any gaps in payment, you can contact him at 223-5972 or 
grairdan@gmail.com.  Remember that only those residents who are paid 
in full for 5 years are eligible for street tree maintenance, removal and 
replanting. 

We have budgeted $49,573 for tree work this year and $5,280 for snow 
removal so every dues payment is crucial for our projected expenses.   

Deed Restriction Enforcement Cases Pending 
By Fran Walsh 

The civic association continues to be proactive in addressing issues 
regarding the violation of our deed restrictions.  In 2018, the board 
received ten (10) requests/applications for improvements to 
homeowner’s properties.  There were also seven (7) violations of our 
deed restrictions that were brought before the board.  Some of these 

situations were corrected by the homeowner once they were made aware of the violation while others 
required involvement from our lawyer in an attempt to resolve them.  Others required further legal action in 
the Chancery Court.  All fees incurred as a result of defending our deed restrictions come out of the 
associations budget and reduce the amount of funding available for other uses (street trees, etc.).  

Welcome to Our New Board Members 
By Tom Traumann 

There have been some recent changes to the Sharpley Civic Association Board of Directors since our last 
Annual Meeting.  You may have seen this at the top of the front page of this newsletter as well as on the 
Sharpley website.  District Representatives Jack Tommer (District 3), Fran Walsh (District 4) and Tom 
Traumann (District 9) have stepped down from their positions.  I am confident that I can speak for the Board 
Members and Sharpley homeowners when I say “thank you” to them for their countless years of self-less 
service to the Board and the neighborhood. 

At our May 2018 Board Meeting, Erin Dugan volunteered, was nominated and elected as the new District 3 
Representative replacing Jack Tommer.  At our January 2019 Board Meeting, Mary Ann Dougherty 

2018-2019 Association Officers 
Pres. Tom Traumann 332-4411 
VP Fran Walsh 824-1625 
Treas. Greg Rairdan 223-5972 
Sec. Adriana Marini-Cossetti 540-9296 
Directors/District Representatives 
Dist. 1 Greg Rairdan 223-5972 
Dist. 2 Greg Rairdan 223-5972 
Dist. 3 Erin Dugan 484-437-7413 
Dist. 4 Mary Dougherty 650-6770 
Dist. 5 Raisa Rivero 559-7454 
Dist. 6 Greg Lavelle 478-6128 
Dist. 7 Danielle Rossi 528-3528 
Dist. 8 Mike Stetter 478-7059 
Dist. 9 Marilyn McGowan 463-4800 
Deed Restrictions/Architecture 
  Fran Walsh  824-1625 
Streets and Snow Removal 
  Greg Rairdan  223-5972 
Emergency Tree Removal 
  Marilyn McGowan  463-4800 
Board Meetings: 
2/11, 3/11, 4/8, 5/13, 6/10 
2019 Annual Meeting: 3/18/19 
2019 Park Clean-up: TBA 
2019 Garage Sale: 6/8/19 
2019 Halloween Parade: TBA 
2019 Block Party: TBA 
 



volunteered, was nominated and elected as the new District 4 Representative replacing Fran Walsh and 
Marilyn McGowan volunteered, was nominated and elected as the new District 9 Representative replacing 
Tom Traumann.  Erin, Mary Ann and Marilyn will be serving in an interim capacity until the next normal 
election cycle as specified in the Sharpley Handbook, By-Laws of the Sharpley Civic Association which can be 
found in the Sharpley Handbook and the Sharpley website. 

Please join me in welcoming Erin, Mary Ann and Marilyn to the Board.  We are all looking forward to their 
continued participation and contribution to the association’s Board of Directors. 

 

Street Tree Update 
By Marilyn McGowan 

This past year was a busy one for street tree replacement in Sharpley.  During Fall 2018, thirty-five (35) 
aged/diseased street trees were removed and twenty-two (22) were replaced with young saplings.  
Additionally, emergency street tree pruning was conducted throughout the year.  This coming Spring 2019, we 
are currently planning to remove an additional twelve (12) trees and complete the re-plantings from the Fall. 

To learn more about Sharpley’s street tree project, refer to our website (www.sharpleycivic.org ).  Open the 
“Sharpley’s Street Trees” tab for street by street information and the “Emerald Ash Borer” tab to learn about 
the bug that destroys our ash trees.  The list of recent street tree work can also be found on the website.  

To learn more about the emerald ash borer and how we plan to deal with it, visit www.sharpleycivic.org and 
read the information in the “Emerald Ash Borer” and “Sharpley’s Street Trees” tabs.  Do you have an Ash 
Tree?  To learn if you have an ash street tree, scroll to the bottom of the “Sharpley Street Trees” tab on our 
website (www.sharpleycivic.org ).  Open the “Sharpley Ash Tree Locator”.  You will find a complete list of ash 
trees, by address for all of Sharpley. 

A comprehensive street tree update will be presented during Sharpley’s Annual Meeting which will be held on 
March 18, 2019. 

 

New Homeowner Engagement and Outreach Survey Planned 
By Mike Stetter 

The Sharpley Board of Directors is always trying to find ways to improve homeowner engagement and 
participation in our civic association.  The board will seek out information and feedback from the 
homeowners via the use of an electronic survey.  Please keep an eye out for the survey in the next 
month.  The survey results will be reviewed with the full membership at the Annual Meeting.  If you  have any 
thoughts on how to improve the engagement of the homeowners, please feel free to contact Mike Stetter at 
MWStetter@comcast.net  or 302-478-7059. 

 

  



Snow Season Advice 
By Greg Rairdan 

Our snow removal contractor again this year is Stewart Ramsey, who has done an outstanding job for the past 
several years.  The cost for this year is $5,280 which is the same as last year.  As in years past, we are enrolled 
in the DelDOT Snow Removal Reimbursement Program, which provides the association with partial 
reimbursement for storms with accumulations over 4”.    

When snow is forecast, we ask your help with snow removal by doing the following: 

1. Park your cars in your garage if possible, or in your driveways.  This enables the plows to clear the 
streets curb to curb, makes it easier to dig your cars out, and eliminates dangerous mounds of packed 
snow in the street. 

2. Clear your driveways after the plows have finished their work.  Plows will unavoidably throw additional 
snow onto your driveway as they clear the streets.  Unless you have to get out early, spare yourself the 
frustration of having to do the job twice. 

3. We highly recommend that you clear your driveway before the compacted snow has a chance to melt 
and refreeze, making it extremely difficult to remove. 

4. Please shovel your sidewalks as soon as possible.  While DelDOT and NCCo do not require it, our 
children need to get to bus stops safely, and clear sidewalks will keep them out of the street. 

5. Finally, if you have any problems with the snow removal contractor, please call Greg Rairdan at 223-
5972. 

New Sharpley Neighborhood Telephone Directories 
By Tom Traumann 

If you are a current dues paying member of the civic association, by now, you should have received the newest version 
of the Sharpley Neighborhood Telephone Directory with a revision date of 2018.  Please let your District Representative 
know if you have not received a copy of the Telephone Directory. 

Your Civic Association Needs Your Help 
By Tom Traumann 

Volunteers are needed to fill various positions in our civic association.   We have many new committees being 
developed and welcome your assistance and guidance. If you are interested in helping out, please contact myself 
or any of the board members/district representatives.  

 

Please visit our website at www.sharpleycivic.org for additional information about street trees, snow removal, and 
architectural changes to your property and for complete information about our deed restrictions. 
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