


2019-2020 Association Officers 
Pres. Raisa Rivero  559-7454 
VP Danielle Rossi  528-3528 
Treas. Greg Rairdan  223-5972 
Sec. Adriana Marini-Cossetti  540-9296 
 
Directors/District Representatives 
Dist. 1 Jude Serge  658-4903 
Dist. 2 Greg Rairdan  223-5972 
Dist. 3 Erin Dugan        484-437-7413 
Dist. 4 Mary Ann Dougherty 650-6770 
Dist. 5 Raisa Rivero  559-7454 
Dist. 6 Greg Lavelle  478-6128 
Dist. 7 Danielle Rossi  528-3528 
Dist. 8 Mike Stetter  478-7059 
Dist. 9 Marilyn McGowan 463-4800 
 
Deed Restrictions/Architecture 
Mary Ann Dougherty  650-6770 
 
Streets and Snow Removal 
Greg Rairdan   223-5972 
 
Emergency Tree Removal 
Marilyn McGowan  463-4800 
 
2019 Board Meetings: 
5/13, 6/10, 8/12, 9/9, 10/14, 11/11 & 12/9 
2019 Garage Sale:  6/8/19 
2019 Halloween Parade: 10/26/2019 
2019 Block Party: TBA 
 
2020 Board Meetings: 
1/13, 2/10, 3/9, 4/13, 5/11 & 6/8 

     Sharpley Civic Association 
 

A Deed Restricted Community   www.sharpleycivic.org      2019 Summer Newsletter 

             Thanks to those of you who attended the Annual Meeting. 
By Tom Traumann 

The annual meeting was a big success largely because so many of you 
attended and participated. We had a record number of homeowners 
attend the most recent Annual Meeting held on March 18th.  It was great 
to see more than 60 faces, some long-time residents and many new 
residents/first time attendees.  As we continue to develop and 
implement our various programs and initiatives, we will rely heavily on 
your advice and support.  Please feel free to provide any comments to 
your District Representative.  The meeting minutes from the annual 
meeting have been posted to the civic association website 
(www.sharpleycivic.org). 

Welcome to Our New Officers and Board Members 
By Tom Traumann and Raisa Rivero 

There have been some recent changes to the Sharpley Civic Association 
Officers and Board of Directors since our Annual Meeting.  The changes 
are noted in the box to the left as well as on the Sharpley website.  Tom 
Traumann stepped down as President and Raisa Rivero was nominated 
and elected as the new President.  Fran Walsh stepped down as Vice-
President and Danielle Rossi was nominated and elected as the new 
Vice-President.  On behalf of the board members and Sharpley 
homeowners, we thank Tom and Fran for their many years of selfless 
service to the Board and the neighborhood.  

At our March 2019 Board Meeting, Jude Serge volunteered, was 
nominated and elected as the new District 1 Representative replacing 
Greg Rairdan who transitioned to the District 2 representative filling the 

vacancy when Chris Mercante stepped down.  We thank Chris for her years of service to the Board and the 
neighborhood.   

Deed Restrictions and Architectural Chairperson Change 
By Raisa Rivero and Mary Ann Dougherty 

At our April 2019 Board Meeting, Mary Ann Dougherty volunteered, was nominated and elected as the new Deed 
Restrictions and Architectural Chairperson replacing Fran Walsh.  Mary Ann brings to the association her vast experience 
in legal compliance and enforcement.  Mary Ann has worked as an attorney for New Castle County in the Department of 
Public Works for 12 years.  We welcome Mary Ann to her new position and thank Fran for all his years of service keeping 
the neighborhood in compliance with our deed restrictions.  

As mentioned in previous communications, we continue to have issues with neighbors not abiding by the Civic 
Associations Deed Restrictions.  The civic association continues to be proactive in addressing the issues regarding the 
violation of our deed restrictions.  Some of these situations were corrected by the homeowner once they were made 



aware of the violation while others required involvement from our lawyer in an attempt to resolve them.  Others will 
require further legal action in the Chancery Court.  Fees incurred as a result of defending our deed restrictions come out 
of the association’s budget and reduce the amount of funding available for other uses (street trees, etc.).  If you are in 
question as to whether or not your project needs approval by the board to verify its conformance to our deed 
restrictions, please ask your District Representative for guidance.  

2019 Woodley Park Clean-Up Update 
By Mary Ann Dougherty and Mike Stetter 

On Saturday, May 4th, fourteen (14) Sharpley residents focused this year’s neighborhood volunteer clean-up efforts on 
the three wooded areas that border Sharpley:  the green space along Whitby Drive between the Brandywine School 
District property (Former Bush School grounds and Sharpley Road), the wooded section bordered by Foulkstone, 
Amberly, Cranebrook, and Sharpley Road, and the wooded path connecting Sharpley Road and Kerfoot Farm Road.   

In addition, two residents completed trash scouting work and curbside clean up in the days leading up to the event. 
Organized by Sharpley Board member Mike Stetter (District 8 representative), the event this year yielded an assortment 
of discarded cans and bottles, old Christmas trees, construction materials, plastic flower pots (some with dead plants 
inside), food wrappers, and plastic bags. You may have noticed several piles of green bags and trees near curbs on 
Whitby Drive and along Sharpley Road.  New Castle County workers picked up the items on May 7th in a cooperative 
effort with our volunteers. 

There were also a number of dog waste bags collected.  Please do not dispose of your plastic dog waste bags by 
throwing them into the park or open space areas. 

Special thanks to the following volunteers for their help this year:  Adrienne Ferm, Amy Honisch, Karen and Todd Bieber, 
Marilyn McGowan, Mary Ann Dougherty, Billy Dougherty, Tom Dueber, Helena Otsa, John Lowman, Roxanne and Rob 
Higgins, Leslie Guccione, and Laura Grow. 

The Sharpley Board plans to contact both New Castle County and Brandywine School District about the piles of cut 
bamboo and tree limbs that continue to present an unsightly appearance when entering our neighborhood via Whitby 
Drive. 

Now a special plea to our neighbors- this year’s clean-up effort uncovered many piles of dumped leaves and grass 
cuttings found throughout the bamboo-fronted section on Whitby Drive.  We ask that leaves and grass be bagged for 
your trash hauler.  Please remind commercial lawn management teams you employ not to dump in the wooded areas 
of our neighborhood.  Illegal dumping should be reported to New Castle County by either calling the non-emergency 
police number at (302) 573-2800 or County Code Enforcement at (302) 395-5555. 

FY 2018-2019 Membership Dues Update 
By Greg Rairdan 

If you have paid your 2018/19 dues, you are one of the 84% who joined the civic association last year.  Thank you!  We 
encourage those of you who have not yet paid last year’s dues to do so, because we count on your membership to help 
us enforce our deed restrictions, pay for snow removal, and to care for our street trees. All these things help preserve 
and enhance the value of all our homes. 



 

 

FY 2019-2020 Membership Dues  
By Greg Rairdan 

The new fiscal year has begun, and we have started our membership drive for 2019/2020.  Dues have not changed from 
last year.  Membership dues are payable no later than June 30th.  By now, everyone should have already received their 
dues and directory information form by mail.  Please contact your District Representative if you did not receive it.  
Protect your membership benefits and renew right away.  Our volunteers would be grateful if you would pay your 
membership dues as soon as you are able. It takes time to collect and deposit dues and to update the directory and 
email list.  It’s much easier for us to do this in large batches over a few weeks, rather than many small lots over several 
months.  

Please send your check payable to “Sharpley Civic Association” for $120 either to your District Representative or 
directly to our Treasurer, Greg Rairdan at 628 Halstead Rd.  If you are not sure you have paid or if you think you may 
have gaps in payment, contact Greg at 223-5972 or grairdan@gmail.com.  Remember, only those residents who are paid 
in full for 5 years are eligible for street tree maintenance, removal and replanting.  

We have budgeted $27,279 for tree work this year and $5,280 for snow removal, therefore every dues payment is 
crucial for our projected expenses.   

Street Tree Update 
By Marilyn McGowan 

This coming year will be another busy year for the tree committee.  As we develop our plan for this fiscal year, we will 
post the information on the Sharpley website (www.sharpleycivic.org) so that all of our homeowners remain informed 
and educated.  As Greg mentioned above, we have a little over $27,000 in the tree budget for this fiscal year.  The 
majority of that money will be spent replanting trees that were removed last fiscal year as well as emergency tree 
maintenance work this year. 

To learn more about Sharpley’s street tree project, please refer to our website.  Open the “Sharpley’s Street Trees” tab 
for street by street information, the “Emerald Ash Borer” tab to learn about the bug that destroys our ash trees. 

Homeowner Engagement Survey Update 
By Mike Stetter 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to respond to the survey that was sent out regarding homeowner 
engagement with the Board of Directors.  The survey responses elicited a lot of great comments and information that 
the board is excited to act on.  The survey results were reviewed and summarized during the Annual Meeting.  For those 
that could not attend, the complete survey results package and summary information can be found on our website:  
sharpleycivic.org.  During the April Board Meeting, the survey results were discussed in more detail and the board 
decided to form a committee to further expand possible action on suggestions. It is hoped that committee efforts will 
improve the transparency and information exchange between the board and the homeowners.  Please see the below 
section on the Homeowner Engagement Committee as the board works towards improving homeowner engagement in 
the civic association.  
 
 
 



Homeowner Engagement Committee 
By Mike Stetter 
 
As mentioned in our recent Annual meetings of 2018 and 2019, the Sharpley Board has discussed at length the need to 
increase open communication with homeowners while also fostering input and support for Board programs and policies. 
The Board recognizes the importance of transparency in budget expenditures, enforcement of deed restrictions, and 
development of policies and sponsored programs of interest to Sharpley residents.  Excellent suggestions received 
through conversations with district representatives, in monthly Board meetings (open to all homeowners), the Annual 
meeting, and through the recent Board online survey have served to energize the Board’s ongoing discussion. One 
immediate outcome is the planned formation of a Homeowner Engagement Committee, who will engage with the 
Board and our neighbors around needed and suggested activities to keep Sharpley neighbors updated on neighborhood 
and Brandywine Hundred events, enhance outreach to new Sharpley residents, and provide easy-to-use pathways to 
make suggestions or voice concerns for consideration by our Board.   
 
There are two board members who volunteered to champion the committee.  Additional help is needed and requested 
from the community to help develop and execute the plan.  Our new Board President, Raisa Rivero, will appoint a 
chairperson and a number of Sharpley homeowners to the Committee soon. If you are interested in more information 
about volunteering to serve on the Homeowner Engagement Committee, please contact a Board member or your 
district representative (see our website www.Sharpleycivic.org under Board Members and Representatives for contact 
information). 

 

Your Civic Association Needs Your Help 
By Raisa Rivero and Danielle Rossi 

Thank you to all volunteers that have helped so far this year.  Thank you to Richard Heiss for his help with the Garage 
Sale advertising; Mike Stetter for heading the Woodley Park clean-up and the volunteers that came out to help.  Thank 
you to Maria Hernandez for her help setting up the Homeowner Engagement Survey. 

Volunteers are needed to fill the following positions in our civic association (please contact Raisa Rivero and/or Danielle 
Rossi): 

• Communications Committee – we are looking for two volunteers to brainstorm ideas and to help with 
neighborhood communications.   

• Homeowner Engagement Committee – we are looking for homeowners to help with updates to Sharpley 
residents, area events, new resident outreach, and voicing concerns to the Board.   

• Children’s Social Committee – we are looking for two volunteers to organize the annual Sharpley Halloween 
Parade as well as brainstorm ideas for other children’s social events.   

Gator Bags on New Trees 
If you have a newly planted street tree with a green Gator Bag, it’s time to keep it filled with water. Warmer weather 
can dry out new plantings and stunt root growth. If you have a neighbor who can’t do this on their own, please offer to 
help.  If you have not already done so, please remove your green Gator Bag if it has been on your tree for more than a 
year. 

Please visit our website at www.sharpleycivic.org for additional information about street trees, snow removal, and 
architectural changes to your property and for complete information about our deed restrictions. 


